
Installing an Xcarlink in a UK 2006 or later Honda Civic EX
The Xcarlink is an interface module which is wired in to the car instead of the CD changer unit. 
There seems to be two versions of the unit – one is just for the iPOD and the other is a more 
general purpose USB/SD interface. It is the later one which I installed (cos I don't have an iPOD).

For more information you can visit their website www.xcarlink.co.uk.

What I purchased
I ordered the Honda USB/SD MP3 Interface Module Model V with the Honda Y cable and the 
optional Bluetooth module.

Honda USB/SD MP3 Interface Module Model V

Honda Y cable

Note that this cable is only required if you have a factory fitted Sat Nav – such as is fitted to the 
Honda EX model. When the Sat Nav is fitted, the CD changer socket on the back of the CD unit is 
already occupied (presumably with a cable which goes to the Sat Nav unit). So this Y cable allows 
two modules (the Sat Nav and the Xcarlink) to be plugged into the CD unit.

Bluetooth module

My car already has a factory fitted Bluetooth module for use with my phone. However you can't 

http://www.xcarlink.co.uk/


use it to stream audio data (A2DP) from your phone or any other Bluetooth enabled MP3 player. 
So I figured I would use this module to enable audio streaming via the Xcarlink unit. This optional 
module allows this and also can be used to answer phone calls (but I did not need this later 
functionality). Note however that the microphone is hard wired into the module and that this 
module plugs in to the micro USB connector on the Xcarlink – which is the same connector which 
is used to connect the 3.5mm audio jack. So you cant connect a 3.5mm jack and the Bluetooth 
module at the same time.

My car
Is an 2008 Honda Civic Diesel 2.2 EX. I think that the installation is the same for all 2006 or later 
Honda Civics, but I can't guarantee this. Here is a picture of my dash – so you can check your looks 
just like it:

My goal is to install the Xcarlink in the storage holder of the rear central console (the bit you rest 
your left arm on whilst driving).

Tools required
• a cross head screwdriver

• a flat head screwdriver

• a panel removal tool – I used the flat pancake flipper tool from the kitchen (my wife was 
out shopping!)

• optional – 8mm socket+wrench (in case any of the cross head/bolts are difficult to 
unscrew)

• fingers – preferably with nails

• a good dollop of confidence
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Installation

Step1 – remove the drivers side dash end panel

Press on the panel above the one being removed and slip the panel removal tool behind the top of 
the panel. Ease the panel away from the side (don't be shy – it might take a little force to get the 
poppers to come loose).

When all the poppers are free the panel will pull out towards you.
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Step2 – remove the drivers side dash front panel

Remove the single screw (revealed by removal of the end panel) holding the front panel in place. 

Then pull the panel forward. The whole front panel is held in place with poppers so you need to 
use just enough pulling force to overcome the poppers.

When the front panel is free, rest it on the floor and disconnect the left hand connector to the 
sounder. Doing so lets you swing the panel to the right and keep it out of the way. If you wish you 
can disconnect the other connector (to the module) and so remove the panel all together – but I 
didn't find the need for this.

Step3 – remove the rear central console

Using the flat head screwdriver, pop off the covers to the 4 screw covers located towards the front 



and back of each side of the rear central console.

Remove all 4 screws using the cross head screwdriver or the 8mm socket.

When all 4 screws are out, lift the rear central console up from the front and disconnect the 
cigarette lighter power lead.

Now lift it up from the rear and guide it over the handbrake to remove it completely. If you need to 
lower the handbrake, make sure you put the car in gear first!



Step4 – remove the front central console

The front centre console is held in place by four circular poppers. On my car, the driver side rear 
one and both of them on the passenger side were of the type where you press the central button 
to release the popper, which should then easily come out.

The front most one on the drivers side was of the type which needs pulling out (it had no central 
button). This was quite tricky to do because of its location, but a bit of persuasion with the flat 
head screwdriver did the job.

Once these four poppers are out, the front central console can be removed by giving it a good tug 
backwards and then lifting it up over the gear stick (you might need to move the gear stick in to 4th 

gear to complete the removal). 



Step5 – Extraction of the CD audio unit to gain access to the rear and installation of the Y 
cable

There are 5 screws which need to be removed. Three are on top under the flat panel in front of the 
display units, and two are underneath.

To gain access to the three top screws you need to remove the flat panel in front of the displays. 
This can be done by using the panel removal tool to pop up the flat panel.

There are several poppers underneath the panel and it takes some care and gentle persuasion to 
get all of them to pop out.

With the panel removed you can plainly see the three screws which need to be removed.



The two screws underneath the audio unit must also be removed.

The next step is to pull the audio unit forward. This needs a firm tug to release the several poppers 
which are holding it in place – so go for it! Once free, pull it forward and gently lower it so that you 
can access the rear of the CD unit. Be careful that you don't scratch any of the surrounding facia as 
the metal frame which holds the audio unit could easily mark the plastic surfaces.



On my Civic EX you can clearly see that the left hand (as viewed from the rear of the unit), white, 
connector is already occupied. On models without the Sat Nav (and presumably without the CD 
multi-changer installed) this socket should be free.

For the Civic EX you need to install the Y cable by unplugging the existing white connector and 
replacing it with the Y cable socket. When unplugging the existing connector, you need to press the 
release leaver on the socket before you can pull it out.

You then need to re-connect the original (now removed) socket to one of the two plugs of the Y 
cable.

You now need to feed the unoccupied plug of the Y cable down the back of the audio unit and 
position the audio unit back into the dash so that it can support itself (but don't push it fully back 
yet).

I then chose to test that the Xcarlink worked OK with the audio unit. To do this I connected the 
Xcarlink to the spare plug of the Y cable and prepared a USB stick with some music on it (in root 
folders CD01 and CD02). I turned on the ignition and verified that all worked as expected – in my 
case it did :-)



Unplug the Xcarlink from the Y cable.

Step6 – Installing the Xcarlink in the rear central console

Retrieve the rear central console and position it approximately back into its position but keep the 
front angled up. Remove the grommet from the front of the storage section (don't lose the 
grommet – we will need it later). From the inside of the storage compartment, feed the white 
socket on the end of the Xcarlink cable through the hole and route the cable to the passenger side 
of the handbrake leaver.

Feed the cable down under the gear stick and back up towards the audio unit.

To try and ensure that there were no rattles caused by the new Y cable assembly being free move 



within the front central console, I located the plug behind a plastic cross strut and a cable which 
also ran behind the strut. The plug on the end of the Y cable was then held snugly in position and 
hopefully wont cause any rattles. To achieve this, feed the plug on the end of the Y cable behind 
the plastic cross strut and down enough so that you can plug in the socket on the end of the 
Xcarlink cable. Note the routing of the Xcarlink cable behind the large brown connector. Once 
assembled, push the connector up behind the plastic cross strut and behind the cable that also 
runs behind the cross strut (you cant see this cable on the picture below). 

Step7 – Testing, then re-assembly

Before putting everything back it is a good idea to do a final test to make sure all the 
connections are sound and all is working well.

Re-assembly is basically just the reverse process of dis-assembly.

Start by re-fitting the audio unit. Try to align all the poppers with their slots and then carefully but 
firmly give the whole unit a good push back into position. Make sure all the poppers have located 
and check that the unit is flush along all the seems. Refit the 3 screws on the top panel and the 2 
screws underneath.

Re-fit the top panel cover by aligning all the poppers and pushing it back into place. This isn't hard, 
but you do need to make sure all the poppers are fully pressed home – and there are lots of them!

Re-fit the front central console. Place the console back into place (you may have to change gear to 
get it back over the gear stick). Try to align the poppers (as many as you can see) and give it a 
careful but firm push towards the front of the car. Push round the outer edges to make sure all 
poppers are fully located. Re-fit the four circular poppers which hold the console in position. For 
the three which use a barrel mechanism, remove the central bolt, place the popper in position and 
then push in the central bolt.

Re-fit the lower front drivers panel. Position the panel on the floor and refit the sounder 
connector. Raise the panel and align the poppers as best you can and carefully but firmly push it 
home. The panel is too large to do this in one go so work your way round the edges from the 
central console towards the drivers door (at least that is what I did). When the panel is in place 
don't forget to refit the single screw on the end panel.

Re-fit the drivers side end panel. Place the back edge of the panel (the one towards the front of 
the car) in place and then swing the panel towards the console aligning the poppers and push back 
into place.

Re-fit the rear central console. Once the console is over the handbrake leaver, the front of the 



console should easily locate on to the front centre console. Refit the four retaining screws and the 
covering caps.

All that is left now is to mount the Xcarlink within the rear central console storage area. To do this I 
used velcro and double sided sticky tape. Once the unit was mounted I cut a hole in the grommet 
and a slit so that it can be placed over the cable. I then fitted the grommet back in place.

When mounting the unit vertically like this, make sure you mount it as low as possible. This is 
because you need to leave space for the USB stick and/or the micro USB plug. We are aided by the 
fact that the lid has a recess in it which gives us extra height to play with. If you prefer you could 
mount the Xcarlink horizontal on one of the sides of the storage box.
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